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Fatal Work Injuries in Minnesota — 2020

Fatal work injuries totaled 67 in 2020 for Minnesota, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
Regional Commissioner Jason Palmer noted that the number of work-related fatalities in Minnesota was down
from the previous year. (See chart 1.) Fatal occupational injuries in the state have ranged from a high of 113 in
1993 to a low of 60 in 2011.

Nationwide, a total of 4,764 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2020, an 11-percent decrease from 5,333 in
2019, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI). The 4,764 fatal
occupational injuries in 2020 represents the lowest annual number since 2013.



Chart 1. Number of fatal occupational injuries by employee status, Minnesota,
2011-20
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Source: .S, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Fatal event or exposure

In Minnesota, transportation incidents resulted in 28 fatal work injuries and accounted for 42 percent of all
fatal workplace injuries in the state. (See chart 2 and table 1.) Worker deaths from transportation incidents
were down from 36 over the year.

Falls, slips, or trips was the second-most frequent fatal event with 15 fatalities, unchanged from 2019. Contact
with objects and equipment was the third-most frequent fatal work event with 11 fatalities, down from 14 in
the prior year.

Nationally, transportation incidents were the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2020, accounting for 37
percent of fatal work injuries. Falls, slips, and trips was the second-most common fatal event (17 percent).



Chart 2. Percent distribution of total fatal occupational injuries by event, United States and Minnesota, 2020
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Industry

The private construction industry sector had the highest number of fatalities in Minnesota with 15, up from 11
in the previous year. (See table 2.) Transportation incidents resulted in 6 of the 15 fatalities in the industry. The
specialty trade contractors subsector accounted for 11 of the 15 fatal workplace injuries in the construction
industry.

The private agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting industry sector had 14 fatal workplace injuries, down
from 23 in the previous year. The crop production subsector accounted for 11, or 79 percent, of the fatal
injuries in this industry.

Occupation

The transportation and material moving occupational group had the highest number of fatal workplace injuries
with 19. (See table 3.) Motor vehicle operators accounted for 14 of the 19 fatalities among transportation and
material moving workers. The construction and extraction occupational group had the second-highest number
of fatal workplace injuries with 16, followed by management occupations with 10. Construction trades
workers suffered 15 of the work-related deaths within the construction and extraction occupational group.
Farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural managers accounted for all 10 of the management occupational
fatalities.

Additional highlights

* Men accounted for 91 percent of the work-related fatalities in Minnesota, similar to the national share.
(See table 4.) Transportation incidents made up 41 percent of the fatalities for men in Minnesota.

» White non-Hispanics accounted for 87 percent of those who died from a workplace injury. Nationwide,
this group accounted for 61 percent of work-related deaths.

» Workers aged 55 and older accounted for 52 percent of the state’s work-related fatalities in 2020,
compared to 36 percent of on-the-job fatalities nationally.



 Of the 67 fatal work injuries in Minnesota, 63 percent worked for wages and salaries; the remainder
were self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for both wage and salary workers and self-employed
workers was transportation incidents.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic and the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries

CFOI reports fatal workplace injuries only. These may include fatal workplace injuries complicated by an
illness such as COVID-19. Fatal workplace illnesses not precipitated by an injury are not in scope for
CFOI. CFOI does not report any illness related information, including COVID-19. Additional
information is available at www.bls.gov/covid19/effects-of-covid-19-on-workplace-injuries-and-
illnesses-compensation-and-occupational-requirements.htm

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, is a count of all fatalities
resulting from workplace injuries occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI uses a variety of
state, federal, and independent data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures
counts are as complete and accurate as possible. For the 2020 national data, over 21,600 unique source
documents were reviewed as part of the data collection process. For technical information and definitions for
the CFOI, see the BLS Handbook of Methods at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/home.htm and the CFOI
definitions at www.bls.gov/iif/oshcfdef.htm.

Federal/State agency coverage. The CFOI includes data for all fatal work injuries, some of which may be
outside the scope of other agencies or regulatory coverage. Comparisons between CFOI counts and those
released by other agencies should account for the different coverage requirements and definitions used by each
agency. For more information on the scope of CFOI, see www.bls.gov/iif/cfoiscope.htm and www.bls.gov/
opub/hom/cfoi/concepts.htm.
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Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad Administration; the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners, and medical examiners; state departments of health,
labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation agencies; state and local police departments; and
state farm bureaus.
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Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Minnesota, 2019-20

2019 2020
Event or exposure (1)
Number Number Percent

o} ¢ SR 80 67 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals.............couiiiiiiiiiiii e 7 - -
TranspOrtation INCIAENTS ..........oiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt nes 36 28 42
ATFCTAft INCIAENES ...ttt ettt e bt bt e e b e e saeeeanes 6 2 3
Other IN-flIght Crash ...........io ettt 4 2 3
Other in-flight crash into structure, object, or ground.............c.coociiiiiiiiieee -- 2 3
Pedestrian VehiCular iINCIAENT ...........c.oiiiie et 3 3 4
Roadway incidents involving motorized 1and VEhICIE ..............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 12 17 25
Roadway collision with 0other VEICIE............c.oiiiiiiii e 9 9 13
Roadway collision--moving in same dir€CtioN .............coiiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 1 1
Roadway collision--moving in opposite directions, ONCOMING ...........cccoeriiiiiinii i -- 4 6
Roadway collision--moving perpendiCularty .............ccccouiiiiiiiiiiie i 6 3 4
Roadway noncolliSion INCIAENT ...........ccuiiiii e - 6 9
Jack-knifed or overturned, FOAAWAY ..............oiuiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt - 6 9
Nonroadway incident involving motorized land VEhICIES ............cccoeiiiiiiiiiiii e 9 6 9
FIires @nd @XPIOSIONS ........oiiuiiitiiiiiet ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ebe et e - -- --
FallS, SIIPS, DS ... ettt ettt ettt ettt at ettt a ettt en e bt ae 15 15 22
Exposure to harmful substances or enVIrONMENTS ...........cocuiiiiiiiiiii e 8 7 10
Exposure to other harmful SUDSTANCES ..........c.oiiiiiiiiiii e - 4 6
Nonmedical use of drugs or alcohol--unintentional OVerdose ...........cccceccuiiiieiieiiieneenee e -- 4 6
Contact with objects and €qUIPMENT ............oiiiiiii e 14 11 16
Struck by ObJECt OF @QUIPIMENT.........iiiiiiiiii ettt 10 6 9
Struck, caught, or crushed in collapsing structure, equipment, or material...........c.cccooeiiiiiiiniiiiciee 2 4 6
Overexertion and bodily FEACHION. ..........c.iiiiiii et -- - -

Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the
data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/loshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not

meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Minnesota, 2019-20

2019 2020
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
o} ¢ SR 80 67 100
Private iNAUSIIY (2) ..ottt e et es s 75 64 96
Goods producing ..........ccceeeeeeenne -- - -
Natural resources and MINING .......oiiiie ettt e e s e e st e e e sne e e senneeeaneeenas 24 14 21
Agriculture, forestry, fishing @and RUNTING .........occooiiiii s 23 14 21
Crop production.........ccceeecvveeeiieeceieenn. 14 11 16
Oilseed and grain farming 11 8 12
Animal production and aQUACUIUIE............ccuiiiiie e e e e e e e e e e nneeeeeeean 9 3 4
Construction .........ccoceeveeiienieeieesies 11 15 22
Construction 11 15 22
Heavy and civil engineering CONSIIUCHION ..........cocuuiiiiiiiiiiiee et 1 1 1
Utility system construction - 1 1
Specialty trade CONrACIONS .........iiiiiiii ittt ettt b et e s b e e sbeesaeeanne - 11 16
Building equipment CONTrACIOrS ........c.uiiiiiiie et - 4 6
Plumbing, heating, and air-conditioning contractors .. - 4 6
Other specialty trade CONrACIOrS .........ccuiiiiiiiieiie e e - 3 4
LY =T a0, £ Tor (BT PP URRUPSPRRPRON -- 7 10
Manufacturing................ -- 7 10
FOOd MaNUFACIUIING ...ttt ettt sttt et et nneas -- 4 6
Animal slaughtering and ProCESSING .......eeeiuiiiiiiie ettt - 1 1
Animal slaughtering and processing ... - 1 1
POUIIY PrOCESSING .....ceiitiieiiti ittt e e e et e s e e snn e e e ninneeaaes - 1 1
Nonmetallic mineral product ManUfaCturing ..........c.coiiiiiiiiieie s - 1 1
Cement and concrete product manufacturing ......... - 1 1
Concrete pipe, brick, and block manufacturing ............cccceeiiiiiiiii e - 1 1
Concrete block and brick manufacturing...........ccuouiiieiiiiee e -- 1 1
SErVICe PrOVIAING (...t anas - - -
Trade, transportation, and ULITIEIES .........ccoeiiiiiiie e e e e e st e e e e e nnnnees - 12 18
WHOIESAIE trAdE ...ttt ettt e e et e ek e e sab e e e et e e e e nnn e e e enreeean 2 3 4
RELAIN rAAE ...ttt e e et et e b e nannas 1 4 6
Motor vehicle and Parts EAIETS ..........c.ueuiiii it e e e e e e e e e e e e raaeen 1 1 1
Automotive parts, accessories, and tire StOreS..........ccvuviviiiiiiiiii e 1 1 1
Automotive parts and aCCESSOMNES StOMES........uuviiiiieiiiiiie et e s 1 1 1
General MErchandiSe STOMES ...........oiuiiiiiiie ettt et e st e b esbeesneeanne - 1 1
General merchandise stores, including warehouse clubs and supercenters.............cccccceeveeien. - 1 1
General merchandise stores, including warehouse clubs and supercenters..............cccoce.ne.. - 1 1
Warehouse ClUbS and SUPEICENTETS ......cccciiiuiiiieeeeeciiiee e e e et e e e et e e e e st e e e e e e nnnsaeeaeeeas - 1 1
Transportation and War€NOUSING .........c.ueiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e st e e e sneeeeenneeeas 13 5 7
[} {0T4 01 =111 o EO RSP RRPR -- - -
FINANCIAI @CHVILIES ......eiiiiiieeee ettt e e et ste e e e sane e e et e e e aneeeeas 1 -- --
Professional and DUSINESS SEIVICES ........ccuiiiuiiiiiiiii ettt st s e e b e saeesnae e - 9 13
Professional, scientific, and technical SErVICES ...........coouiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 1
Professional, scientific, and technical SErVICES ...........cooiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 1
Other professional, scientific, and technical Services............ccccovriiiieeiiiec e - 1 1
VEEEINAIY SEIVICES ....ciiuiiiiiiiie ettt et e ettt e s ae e e e st e e aane e e e nneeenaneeas - 1 1
Administrative and support and waste management and remediation services ............ccccccevcveeninen. - 8 12
Administrative and SUPPOM SEIVICES......c.iiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e et e e e e e s sneae e e e e eenneaaeeeean - 7 10
Waste management and remediation SEIVICES ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie it - 1 1
WASEE COIBCHION ...ttt et e et e e e e e e e e saneas - 1 1
WaASEE COIBCLION ... ettt e et e s e e e anee e - 1 1
Solid Waste COIECHON ........oiiiiiii ettt -- 1 1
Educational and health SEIVICES. .........coi i 5 2 3
EdUCALIONEAI SEIVICES ...ttt et e e bt e et e e ne e e e b e e e sannes - 1 1
EdUCALIONEAI SEIVICES ...ttt et et e e s e ebn e e nnnee s - 1 1
Technical and trade SCROOIS ............eiiiiiii et e e e eeee s - 1 1
Technical and trade SCROOIS ............uiiiiiii et - 1 1

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Minnesota, 2019-20 - Continued

2019 2020
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent

FIGNE training ...cc.eeeeiee et - 1 1
Health care and soCial @SSISTANCE...........couiiiiiiiii e 5 1 1
Leisure @and NOSPItAIITY...........eiriiiii e e - 1 1
Accommodation and fOOd SEIVICES .......cciuiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt -- 1 1
Food services and drinking PlACES .........couiiiuiiiiiiii s -- 1 1
Restaurants and other ating Places...........oouiiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 1 1
Restaurants and other ating Places..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 1
FUIl-SEIrVICE re@StAUIANES .....cc.uiiieiiie et e e e et e e s e e e nnaee e snneaeenes - 1 1
Other services, except public adminiStration..............oociieiciieeiiie e - -- --
GOVEIMIMENT () o ettt ettt et e et ee et ae et et e e et e s e e et ese et e tesseeetean et eae e eaeanaseaens 5 3 4
Federal government 3 3 4
State government.... 1 - -
LOCAI GOVEIMMENT ...ttt e et e e e e e sab e e e st e e e nane e e eabeeeaanneenas - - -

Footnotes:

(1) CFOI has used several versions of the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) since 2003 to define industry. For complete

information on the version of NAICS used in this year, see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/loshcfdef.htm.

(2) Cases where ownership is unknown are included in private industry counts.
(3) Cases where industry is unknown are included in the service sector counts.

(4) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry. Cases classified as foreign government and other

government are included in all government counts, but not displayed separately.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the

data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Minnesota, 2019-20

2019 2020
Occupation ()
Number Number Percent

o} ¢ SR 80 67 100
ManagemMENt OCCUPALIONS .........iiuiiitieitii ittt ettt ettt ettt e e sae et e et e eeeeebeentee e 17 10 15
Other management OCCUPALIONS .........ciiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt 17 10 15
Farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural managers ...........cccccoouiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e - 10 15
Farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural managers ............c.ccooiiiiiiieiiiiie e - 10 15
Business and financial operations 0CCUPALIONS ...........couiiiiiiiiiii e -- - -
Computer and mathematical OCCUPATIONS ..........c.iiiiiiiiiiii e -- - -
Architecture and engineering OCCUPALIONS ........cccuuiiiiiiieriieei et -- - -
Life, physical, and social SCIENCE OCCUPALIONS .........ccueiiuiiiiiiiii it -- - -
Community and social SErvice OCCUPALIONS ..........ccuuiiiiiiiiiiii ittt -- - -
Leg@l OCCUPALIONS ...ttt ettt ettt et et eeae e et et e e eeeeebeenbee e - -- --
Educational instruction and library 0CCUPAtIONS ...........couiiiiiiiiiii e -- - -
Arts, design, entertainment, sports, and media 0OCCUPALIONS ...........cccuiriiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e -- - -
Healthcare practitioners and technical 0CCUPAtIoNS ............c.ooiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 1
Healthcare diagnosing or treating practitioners.............oovoiiiiiiiei e -- 1 1
Y1 G g F= TH = 1o PSP PPRR PP - 1 1
Y] G g E= 1A= 1 PP P PR RURUPN - 1 1
Healthcare SUPPOIt OCCUPALIONS........ciiuiiiiiiiie ittt ettt et -- - -
Protective SErviCe OCCUPATIONS.......c..iiiuiiiiieiie ettt ettt -- - -
Food preparation and serving related 0CCUPALtIONS ..........cccuiiiuiiiiiiiieiie e -- - -
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 0CCUPAtioNS ..........c.ccoieiiiiiiiiiieiiece e 4 3 4
Personal care and ServiCe OCCUPALIONS. .........uiiuiiiiiiiie ittt sttt -- - -
Sales and related OCCUPALIONS ........c..uiiiiiiii ittt et b e e b e b e s -- - -
Office and administrative SUPPOIt OCCUPALIONS..........oiuiiiiiiiii ittt -- - -
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUPAtIONS..........couiiiiiiiiii e 8 4 6
Supervisors of farming, fishing, and forestry WOrKers ............oooeiiioii i - 1 1
First-line supervisors of farming, fishing, and forestry Workers ............cccccooiiiiiiiiinc e -- 1 1
First-line supervisors of farming, fishing, and forestry workers .............ccocoooiiiiiii e, -- 1 1
AGIICURUIAl WOTKETS ...ttt ettt et ettt ettt et et b e e bt e er e e b e e naeeaanes 6 3 4
Miscellaneous agriCultural WOTKETS ............ooiuiiiiiiiiiiieee et 6 2 3
Farmworkers and laborers, crop, nursery, and greenhOUSE.............c.coieiiiiiiiinic i 4 2 3
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS ...........c.iiiuiiiiiiiieiie ettt 9 16 24
Supervisors of construction and extraction WOIKEIS...........c..oeiiiiiiiiiiece e e - 1 1
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction Workers ...........ccccccoeveeevieencee e, - 1 1
First-line supervisors of construction trades and extraction Workers ............c.cccceeevveeviieevcieecnnnenn. - 1 1
CONSrUCION trad@S WOTKETS. ... ..ottt ettt sttt et 7 15 22
Brickmasons, blockmasons, and StONEMASONS ..........cccuueviiiiiiiiiiieee e - 1 1
CONSIIUCHON TADOTETS ...ttt ettt ebeentee e - 5 7
CONSIUCHON 1ADOTETS ...ttt sb e e e - 5 7
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALIONS ..........ccuiiiiiiiiiiii e 4 4 6
Production OCCUPATIONS ........ooiuiiiiiit ittt ettt et e bt aes 3 4 6
Supervisors Of ProdUCHION WOTKETS .......c.uiiiiiitiiiie ettt ettt ettt -- 1 1
First-line supervisors of production and operating WOrkers..............ccouviiiiiiiinieiie e -- 1 1
First-line supervisors of production and operating WOrkers.............cccooveiiiiiiinic e -- 1 1
Plant @and SYSTEM OPEIators. ... ...cc.uiiiiiiieeii ettt ettt sbe e sie e neesaeesene e - 1 1
Miscellaneous plant and SYStemM OPEIatorsS ............cecuieiiiireiiiee et eeee e e e e e e e s enaeeeenneas - 1 1
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS.........cuiiitiiiiiiiieiie e 25 19 28
AN tranSPOrtatioN WOTKETS ........oouiiiiiiiiiie ettt e b et nae e - 1 1
Aircraft pilots and flight @NGINEETS ..........cciiiiiiiii e - 1 1
COMMETCIAI PHIOTS ...ttt et b et et e bttt e e e e sbeenane e - 1 1
MOTOr VENICIE OPEIATOrS ...ttt ettt sa e n e saeesene e 16 14 21

Footnotes:

(1) CFOI has used several versions of the Standard Occupation Classification (SOC) system since 2003 to define occupation. For complete
information on the version of SOC used in this year, see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iifloshcfdef.htm. Cases where occupation is

unknown are included in the total.

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the
data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iiffloshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by selected demographic characteristics, Minnesota, 2019-20

o 2019 2020
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent

o} ¢ SR 80 67 100
Employee status

Wage and salary workers (1) 48 42 63

ET=Y 1Y Yo oY =Ye IR 32 25 37
Gender

L= o P TP U PSR U PP PSP UROPPTPRO 74 61 91

LAY o1 4T=T o OO POV PRR PP PPPPR 6 6 9
Age @

250 34 YRAIS ... ettt ettt e h et e bt e he e e e R a e e e ehb et e ettt e e ae e e e anbeeeanneeeenaeas 16 10 15

B5 0 44 YRAIS ...ttt — e bt e h et e b bt e e ehb et e e be e e e ae e e e nbe e e anneeeenaeas 13 8 12

S (o R A=Y PP UPPRPPRRN 8 9 13

D5 0 B4 YRAIS ...ttt ettt e h et b et e b et e h bt e e aha et e e be e e e ae e e eanbe e e anneeeenaeas 21 19 28

(SR = LT 1ol o 1Y =T PRSP RU PR 17 16 24
Race or ethnic origin ()

White, NON-HISPANIC ...ttt ettt e et e e st e e e st e e e aaeeeeamteeeanneeeenaeeeanneeeanseeaannes 72 58 87

Black or African-American, non-Hispanic.... - -- --

[ [T oX= TaT (o o] ol -1 11 To T USROS - 4 6

Footnotes:

(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation. Cases where employment status is unknown are included in the counts

of wage and salary workers.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners

of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(3) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(4) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude data for Hispanics and Latinos. Cases where

ethnicity is unknown are included in counts of non-Hispanic workers.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. For complete information on how the
data are coded and presented see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iifloshcfdef.htm. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.
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